
Dean Cheng 
Senior Research Fellow, The Heritage Foundation 

 

Dean Cheng is currently the Research Fellow for Chinese Political and Military Affairs at the 

Heritage Foundation. He is fluent in Chinese, and uses Chinese language materials regularly in 

his work. 

Prior to joining the Heritage Foundation, he was a senior analyst with the China Studies Division 

(previously, Project Asia) at CNA from 2001-2009. He specialized on Chinese military issues, 

and authored studies on Chinese military doctrine, Chinese mobilization concepts, and Chinese 

space capabilities.  

Before joining CNA, he was a senior analyst with Science Applications International 

Corporation (SAIC) from 1996-2001. From 1993-1995, he was an analyst with the US Congress’ 

Office of Technology Assessment in the International Security and Space Division, where he 

studied the Chinese defense industrial complex.  

He is the author of the book Cyber Dragon: Inside China’s Information Warfare and Cyber 

Operations (NY: Praeger Publishing, 2016), as well as a number of papers and book chapters 

examining various aspects of Chinese security affairs. Recent publications include:  

 “Space Deterrence, the US-Japan Alliance, and Asian Security: A US Perspective,” in 

The US-Japan Alliance and Deterring Gray Zone Coercion in the Maritime, Cyber, 

and Space Domains, with Scott Harold, Yoshiaki Nakagawa, Junichi Fukuda (Santa 

Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2017) 

  “Space and the Evolving Chinese Military,” in Crisis Stability in Space, with Bruce 

MacDonald, Admiral Dennis Blair, Karl Mueller, and Victoria Samson (Washington, 

DC: Foreign Policy Institute, 2016).  

 “The PLA’s Wartime Structure,” in The PLA as Organization v. 2.0, ed. by Kevin 

Pollpeter and Kenneth Allen (Merrifield, VA: DGI, 2015).  

 



 “Chinese Concepts of Space Security,” in Springer Handbook of Space Security, ed. by 

K.U. Schrogl (NY: Springer Publishing, 2015).  

 “Chinese Lessons from the Gulf Wars,” in Chinese Lessons from Other People’s Wars, 

ed. by Andrew Scobell, Roy Kamphausen, and David Lai (Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies 

Institute, 2011)..  

  “Chinese Views on Deterrence,” Joint Force Quarterly (#60, January 2011) 

He has spoken at the USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium, the USSTRATCOM Space and 

Cyber Symposium, and the National Space Symposium. He has also lectured at the US National 

Defense University, George Washington University, and MIT. He has testified before Congress 

on various Chinese security issues. He has appeared frequently on CNN International, Voice of 

America, the BBC, and National Public Radio.  

 

 


